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The emperor was much impressed by the poem
and by the intelligence of the child, who had quoted
it. He wished further to test the spiritual powers
of the little Guru. In consultation with Raja Jai
Singh the emperor made a trial of him. When the
little Guru visited Jai Singh's palace, he was to be
led into the presence of the Raja's queens and their
attendants. The head queen was to dress herself
as a servant and sit at the back. The Raja would
see whether Har Krishan could penetrate the dis-
guise or not. The little Guru saw through the
childish plot and detected at once the chief Rani in
spite of her menial clothing. By passing the test,
he convinced the Raja and his queens of his saint-
hood.
The rich promise of the Guru's childhood was
never to be fulfilled. On the day after his visit to
the Raja's zanana he developed fever. Next
morning small-pox showed itself. The little patient
bore his illness with the courage of his forerunners.
He uttered neither moans nor cries, but continually
repeated the name of the Most High. In spite of
his sickness he had to name a successor. The suf-
fering child called for five paise and a coco-nut. He
waved with difficulty his hand three times in the
air and said, 'Baba Bakali,' meaning thereby to
appoint his great uncle Teg Bahadur who lived in
Bakala village. Feeling that he could never
again be well, he quoted a couplet from Guru
Arjan :
'Where the physician cannot succeed, where there is
neither sister nor brother, God alone assisteth,
'What He doeth cometh to pass, He washeth away the
stains of sin. Forget not the Supreme Being/